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creation of girls' public day-schools. A non-profit-making
-joint-stock company promoted by Maria Grey in 1872
established a chain of what the Americans called high schools,
in towns where no endowments were available for girls.
Frances Mary Buss transformed a private school, where she,
like her mother, had made a good living, into the North
London Collegiate School, by 1879. A good day school with
specialist teachers became as fashionable as had been the un-
trained and ill-educated governess. In spite of Dorothea Beale
of Cheltenham, the spread of the boarding-school was thus
slowed down, and new ideals fostered of the relation between
the cultured parent and the local school.
Schools such as we have so far considered were like the
great public schools in that they were more or less able to pay
their way out of school fees, provided only their capital
expenses could be met from an endowment or some other
voluntary source. And government intervention was limited
to irrigating them with such waters of voluntary benevolence
as would otherwise have ran to waste.
In other strata of the community, however, there were
larger and increasing numbers of children whose school fees
were inadequate to cover the running cost. Their elementary
education was subsidised both by voluntary local charity and
—after 1857—out of the taxes. If they were to have any
schooling after mastering the first elements, this too would
have to be subsidized. By the later 'forties the National and
British school societies therefore began to develop schools for
those of their pupils whose families were prepared to keep
them away from work for a few years longer even after they
knew their three R's. To this advanced education the French
term £ secondary instruction' was applied in official quarters.
For the schools, the German term c middle school' was much
favoured, especially as it was suggestive of the lower middle
class; or ' commercial school' was for a while a good alterna-
tive, with its suggestion that its products were destined for
the desk and the counting-house rather than the jenny or the
plough.

